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[bookmark: _Hlk159759675]IN MEMORIAM: SANFORD KATZ	    

Sanford was a founding member of the International Society of Family Law. The entire international family law community is saddened by his loss.



SANFORD KATZ MEMORIAL	    
	
The loss of Sanford Katz is a shock for the international family law community.  He embodied the spirit of the International Society. Sanford was larger than life and aware of his eminent stature in academia, yet totally without the pomposity that sometimes accompanies academic stars. He was gentle, even humble in his approach to everyone and their theories. He was grateful for the good things life had given him. He was a bon viveur - although almost puritanical in his relationship to drink - and many an outing with him was devoted to finding the right restaurant and perusal of the menu. He was a founding member of the ISFL and later its president; but more than that he was a presence who kept all the very different attitudes of the members, their countries, their conferences, and their publications together, disputing but harmonious. He had the knack of identifying trends well ahead of the time that others took, of preparing conferences on those trends, bringing together disparate views on the topic not only from all over the US but all over the world, and synthesising them into a guide to family law and its direction. He did all this in a genial way and with an aptitude for smoothing over the differences. 
Sanford's scholarly work was not only broad ranging but always in step with the vogues of the family law world. His own private opinions were rather more traditional, seen not least in his lifelong devotion to Joan, his sons, and his grandchildren, and his love of his Newton home.  He kept to himself his disapproval of some of the positions now de rigueur in family law. So in his writing he displayed that same ability to bridge various jurisdictions and viewpoints and bring them to one whole authoritative account. In his generous spirited way he had not a bad word to say about anyone but there was plenty of gossip to be had about the family law personalities. 
He was immensely proud of his grandchildren. Lucia, a student at Northwestern, is making a name for herself as a singer and actor. Salvador is a student at Duke. Their father is Andy Katz, renowned sports writer. Sanford's other son Daniel is a lawyer but also an actor, and his wife Meg a publicist. He was immensely protective of Joan in periods of ill-health. Together they headed to Oxford every summer for many years, staying in a flat owned by All Souls' College. Sanford had been a visiting fellow there, and this connection was much prized by both of them and was an endless source of disquisition about the differences between American universities and this unique college. Joan enjoyed the annual St Hilda's College Crime Fiction weekend during their stay. We would go to the Bangkok House for Thai dinners, sometimes joined by Nigel Lowe, John Eekelaar, and other family lawyers in the vicinity, and they would enjoy outings to the theatre in London. In turn, when I visited Boston and stayed with them, Joan and Sanford would do everything they could to entertain me including depositing me for many enjoyable hours at Chestnut Hill shopping mall!
And every year without fail he organised a Christmas gift of Fortnum & Mason biscuits for his British friends.
Sanford was especially dedicated to and took great pride in his students' careers. This aspect of the academic life is a joy to most teachers but he was exceptional in the trouble he took to establish them and watch them prosper, and this was reciprocated in the affection in which they held him. He brought BC Law School to the forefront of law schools as his own work took him to the very top of family law scholarship. He was an enthusiastic participant and valued member of all the important institutions in the field, including the American Bar Association and the Family Law Quarterly.
A man of warmth with a gift for friendship and broad influential intellect, whose mark on family law is permanent. I miss him already.
Ruth Deech


SANFORD KATZ OBITUARY	    

SANFORD N. KATZ
December 23, 1933 – February 10, 2024.
Sanford Katz was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts on December 23, 1933, the son of Jacob and Rebecca Katz, and one of seven children. He graduated from Boston University and the University of Chicago Law School, then joined the Air Force Judge Advocate General Division and served at the Pentagon. After a fellowship at Yale Law School, he began his illustrious teaching career at Catholic University Law School and then to the University of Florida, before Dean, Robert Drinan, S.J., brought him to Boston College Law School where he taught family law and contracts for 47 years. He leaves behind several generations of devoted students, who will fondly remember his absolute commitment to their success in the legal profession, as well as countless colleagues, scholars, and practitioners who he inspired.

His contribution to family law scholarship in the United States was immense. From 1968 to 1979 he was Director of Law and Child Development, funded by the Field Foundation, the Grant Foundation and the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, conducting research on Child Abuse and Neglect, Child Custody in Divorce, and Model Legislation. He was Chief Drafter of the Model State Subsidized Adoption Act and Regulation 1975 and of the Model Act to Free Children for Permanent Placement. This was followed by Chairmanship of the Family Law Section of the American Bar Association 1980-81, appointment to membership of the Special Massachusetts Commission on Probate and Family Court Procedures in 1980 and receipt of the Distinguished Service Award of the Family Law Section of the American Bar Association in 1982. During this period he was also Editor-in-Chief of the Family Law Quarterly from 1970 to 1983, later serving as Editor of the Millennium Issue of the Family Law Quarterly in 2000 and of the Special Fiftieth Anniversary Issue of the Family Law Quarterly in 2008.  This list is not exhaustive. 

There is also a large quantity of books, journal articles, and monographs, many centered on child protection, adoption, and other issues concerning children. When Parents Fail:  The Law's Response to Family Breakdown[footnoteRef:1] of 1971, was a ground-breaking book that drew attention to the problems of legal intervention in the parent-child relationship and demonstrated what was to be a lifelong concern with child law issues. Child Neglect Laws in America (with Melba McGrath and Ruth-Arlene W. Howe)[footnoteRef:2] and Adoptions Without Agencies:  A Study of Independent Adoptions (with Meezan and Russo)[footnoteRef:3] were further examples. His 1994 Cases and Materials on Family Law:  Legal Concepts and Changing Human Relationships (with Walter O. Weyrauch and Frances Olsen),[footnoteRef:4] stood the test of time, producing Supplements in 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008. To the outsider, the multi-jurisdictional nature of US family law is very confusing, and in 2003 Sanford took on the challenge of producing a succinct account of Family Law in America, which proved so successful that Oxford University Press brought out a second edition in 2014 and a paperback edition in 2015. He retired from his full-time teaching position at Boston College Law School in 2015, becoming the Darald and Juliet Libby Millennium Professor of Law Emeritus there. [1:   Boston: Beacon Press, 1971.]  [2:  American Bar Association Press, 1976]  [3:  Child Welfare League of America, 1978.]  [4:  West Publishing Company, 1994.] 

 
But in addition to that, it was his inspiration to bring together lawyers and other experts in family matters working in the two traditions of the common law, in England and the United States. The result was Cross Currents: Family Law and Policy in the United States and England, published by Oxford University Press in 2000. His long association with England began in 1973, when he was an Associate at Clare Hall in the University of Cambridge. Since then he was a regular visitor to that country, holding Visiting Fellowships at the Hampstead Child Therapy Clinic in London in 1973, at All Souls College, Oxford in 1997 and at Pembroke College, Oxford in 1999-2000 and 2006. It was therefore quite natural that Sanford was one of only two scholars working outside the English legal system who was invited to contribute to a tributary volume to Stephen Cretney, one of England’s most eminent family lawyers, in 2012.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ‘Fifty Years of Transformation of American Family Law 1960-2011’ in Rebecca Probert and Chris Barton (eds) Fifty Years in Family Law: Essays for Stephen Cretney, Cambridge: Intersentia 2012.] 


But Sanford did not only establish relationships with family lawyers in England. He was present at a meeting in Birmingham, England, in 1973 where, on the initiative of Zeev Falk of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and John Neville Turner, of Birmingham University, the International Society of Family Law was founded. Sanford was its President from 1982-5 and we collaborated in the publication of papers given at three world conferences.[footnoteRef:6] Sanford remained active in the Society, both as a member of the Executive Council and presenting and publishing papers in subsequent meetings. In 2000 he received a Distinguished Service Award from the Society.  [6:   Family Violence: An International and Interdisciplinary Study, Butterworths: Canada, 1978; Marriage and Cohabitation in Contemporary Societies: An International and Interdisciplinary Study, Butterworths: Canada, 1980; The Resolution of Family Conflict: Comparative Legal Perspectives, Butterworths: Canada, 1984.] 


Sanford occupied a special place in the community of family law scholars on both sides of the Atlantic, which he has crossed so many times with his wife, Joan, herself experienced in, and a knowledgeable observer of, social work practice, and this was reflected in the tributary volume, Family Law in Britain and America in the New Century; Essays in Honor of Sanford Katz [footnoteRef:7] published in 2016, many of whose contributors had contributed to Cross Currents sixteen years earlier. [7:  Brill Nijhoff, (2016).] 


JOHN EEKELAAR
Emeritus Fellow, Pembroke College, Oxford, England
February 2024
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