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Abstract
Adoption is one of the traditional institutions of the Czech family law.
However, as in most legal systems of the former Soviet Bloc, since 1949 the Act on Family Law has regulated only adoption of minor children. For political reasons, adoption of adults was abandoned as a “bourgeois anachronism.”   Since 1963, the Act on the Family has regulated only full adoption of minor children.   Adoption has been created as a status change, as an imitation of biological family ties (adoption natura imitatur).  
Mainly due to the Czech Republic’s accession to a number of international human rights conventions after 1989, the Czech legal order has broadened protection of the child’s natural family, of the minor parents of the child, of his or her putative parents or parents without full legal capacity.   
According to the New Civil Code, effective since 1st January 2014,   adoption should be used only when the minor child cannot live with his or her parents or in his or her original family. The new legislation emphasizes the obligation of the state to take care of the child’s natural family: the parents must be provided with a comprehensive assistance and must be warned of the consequences of their non-interest in the child.  However, if the court decides on adoption in accordance with the law, the status of the child should not be changed any more as a principle.  
Regarding inter-country adoption, the law regulates a complicated formal procedure aiming to ensure the best interests of the child. The international conventions establish fundamental principles underlying the procedure. 


I. INTRODUCTION
As in many other post-communist countries, radical changes to Czech family law were not expected to take place without a re-codification of the Civil Code.  In the past years there were a number of attempts to create a new Civil Code involving a lot of new ideas and authors.  Nevertheless, a common feature of all the Drafts was that family law, since 1949 being a separate legal regulation, was to be integrated into the new Civil Code.   As late as 2012, after a long transitory period, a new Civil Code was adopted as the Act No. 89/2012 Coll.  (further mainly NCC).  It came into effect on the 1st January 2014.  The new Civil Code may be said to be a reasonable compromise taking into account traditions and new phenomena, models and tendencies.  The new Czech family law may then be characterized with the word continuity with the previous legal regulation because many changes of law or its application occurred shortly after 1989[footnoteRef:1] as a consequence of amendments and the case law of the Constitutional Court and the European Court of Human Rights, among others. [1:  See J. F. Haderka ‘The Czech Republic – New Problems and Old Worries’ in A Bainham (ed)  International Survey of Family Law 1996 (The Hague – Boston – London: Martinus Nijhoff Publ., 1996) pp. 181-197; J. F. Haderka ‘A Half-Hearted Family Law Reform of 1998’ in A Bainham (ed) International Survey of Family Law 2000 Edition (Bristol: Jordan Publishing, 2000) pp. 119-130; Z. Králíčková ‘Czech Family Law: The Right Time for Re-Codification’ in B Atkin (ed) International Survey of Family Law 2009 Edition (Bristol: Jordan Publishing, 2009) pp. 157-173.
] 


II. SOME WORDS ABOUT LEGAL DEVELOPMENT
Since 1949, adoption of minors has been understood in relation to the concept mentioned above in the abstract as a benefit for both real and social orphans, unwanted or abandoned minor children.  On the part of the adoptive parents, adoption is viewed as acceptance of a stranger’s minor child as their own. Since 1963, the law regulated only full adoption of minor children.  Besides, adoption of minors has been created as a status change, as an imitation of biological family ties.  Mainly due to the Czech Republic’s accession to a number of international human rights conventions after 1989, the Czech legal order has broadened protection of the child’s natural family, of the minor parents of the child, of the putative parents or parents without full legal capacity.[footnoteRef:2] When speaking about the other international conventions important  for  Czech family law, which the Czech Republic has acceded after 1989, we have to name especially Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,[footnoteRef:3] Convention on the Rights of the Child,[footnoteRef:4]  European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights,[footnoteRef:5] European Convention on the Legal Status of Children Born out of Wedlock,[footnoteRef:6] European Convention on Adoption of Children,[footnoteRef:7] Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption,[footnoteRef:8] Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction,[footnoteRef:9]  Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children,[footnoteRef:10] and Convention on Contact Concerning Children[footnoteRef:11] etc. [2:  For details, see Z. Králíčková ‘Adoption in the Czech  Republic: Reform  in the Light of the Child Welfare Laws’ in A Bainham (ed)  International Survey of Family Law 2003 Edition (Bristol:  Jordan Publishing, 2003)  pp. 125–142.]  [3:  The Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms was adopted in Roma 4. 11. 1950.   Czechoslovakia did not accede to it until the fall of the Communist regime, see statement No. 209/1992 Coll.]  [4:  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, New York 20. 11. 1989, statement No. 104/1991 Coll.  ]  [5:  European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights, CETS No.: 160, Strasburg 25. 1. 1996, statement No. 54/2001 Coll. Int. tr. ]  [6:  European Convention on the Legal Status of Children Born out of Wedlock, CETS No.: 085, Strasburg 15. 10. 1975, statement No. 47/2011 Coll. Int. tr.]  [7:  European Convention on Adoption of Children, CETS No.: 058, Strasburg 24. 4. 1967, statement No. 132/2000 Coll. Int. tr.]  [8:  Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, statement No. 47/2001 Coll. Int. tr.]  [9:  Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, statement No. 34/1998 Coll.]  [10:  Hague Convention of 19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children, statement No. 141/2001 Coll. Int. tr.]  [11:  European Convention on Contact Concerning Children, CETS No.: 192, Strasburg 15. 5. 2003, statement No. 91/2005 Coll. Int. tr.] 

	In connection with this, it is therefore also necessary to draw attention to the Article 10 of the Constitution of the Czech Republic, which thanks to the amendment from 2001 (effective in 2002) states that the announced international convention, to whose ratification the Parliament had consented and by which the Czech Republic is bound,  form a part of the legal order; if the international convention states something different from the law, the international convention is to be used.
Let us add, that the main creators of  the new Civil Code intended to adapt the new regulation of adoption of minors in the European Convention on the Adoption of Children (Revised).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  European Convention on Adoption of Children ( Revised), CETS No.: 202, Strasburg 27. 11. 2008. However, the Czech Republic has not signed the revised version of European Convention on Adoption of Children yet (1. 9. 2014). ] 


III. ABOUT CZECH FAMILY: RELEVANT CURRENT STATISTICAL DATA
What is typical for Czech family? An idea of the Czech society may be given by the  two following charts[footnoteRef:13] and their interpretation below.  [13:  © Czech Statistical Office, http://www.czso.cz/, available in English, too.] 


[image: Graph Marriages and divorces, 1950-2011]

The chart Marriages and divorces shows the continuous decrease of the number of marriages, especially after the year 1990 (the blue colour line) and quite a high divorce rate (the red colour line).  Family is No.t based on the marriage so much.  A lot of couples live together quite a long time before marriage or instead of marriage, especially young people with small children.  Such couples are not very stable which creates a lot of problems for children.   There are a lot of non-complete families, one-parents families. It is planed sometimes.

[image: Graph Percentage of extra-marital births, 1950-2011]


The chart  Percentage of extra marital births shows  an enormous increase of  children born out of wedlock  which is connected (beside high divorce rate with minors) with a lot of problems, too.  It is generally known that a lot of children born out of wedlock are legally fatherless, which puts them at the risk of poverty etc.
I should mention another problem connected with the fact of quite a high number of children born out of wedlock.  It is abandoning new born children by their mothers and placing them voluntarily  into so called baby-boxes, institutions, or giving them for adoption.   
Since 2005, there has been an increase of the number of private so-called baby-boxes, i.e. the places for putting away unwanted children at the premises of maternity hospitals financed  by the Statim foundation. The statistics say that  there are already  50 of them and they have  “saved”  about 100 children since 2005.[footnoteRef:14]  In few cases mothers changed their minds about abandoning their child and sought to have the child in their care and to be registered in the book of births.  However, in majority of cases the police have to search for the child’s parents as the child has the right – at least theoretically – to know his or her origin.   If the investigation is inconclusive the child has the status of waif and the state has an obligation to provide substitute family care to the child. It is a question whether the so-called baby-boxes give the abandon children more chances for adoption.  The children from the so-called baby-boxes are without past.  They have neither mother, nor father.  As for adoption, we may say that the child from the so-called baby-box is legally free and therefore “ideal” for adoption. However, his or her adoption is often only a theoretical possibility.   [14:  For more statistics see www.statim.cz.] 

Similarly, the state has to initiate the process of searching for a new family for the child if his or her mother has demanded her identity to be kept secret (cf. old Act No. 422/2004 Coll. and  new Act No. 372/2011 Coll., on Health Services, and Act No. 373/2011 Coll., on Specific Health Services). In such a case, the child has a mother but her name is concealed to the child and it is necessary to start proceedings on adoptability of a child because of non-interest. 
Above mentioned abandoning new born children is a subject to criticism by the general public and by professionals  in the Czech republic, for instance by  the Ombudsman, Justices of Supreme court or  Constitutional court etc. This bad practice and non-family behaviour has been criticised by the European Court of Human Rights and by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child as well.[footnoteRef:15]   [15:  See Committee on the Rights of the Child Reviews Report of the Czech Republic from 31st May 2011 available   on http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11098&LangID=E.
] 


IV. CONDITIONS OF ADOPTION OF MINORS 
1. Non Existing or Non Functioning Natural Family 
The Czech law makers intended to adapt the new regulation of adoption of minors to the European Convention on Adoption of children (revised) mentioned above. The natural right of the child expressed in a number of national and international documents includes especially the right to grow up in his or her own family.  However, if the parents cannot (for objective or subjective reasons), or are unable or unwilling to provide comprehensive care to the child, the state must intervene taking adequate and appropriate measures corresponding to the degree of disruption of the child’s natural family. Removing the child from the family of origin and placing him or her in an alternate environment must be considered an extreme and alternative solution of the natural family crisis.[footnoteRef:16]  That is why some new general principles of substitute family care were introduced expressis verbis into the legal order, for instance:   [16:  Towards that see Z. Králíčková Lidskoprávní dimenze českého rodinného práva (Human Rights Dimension of Czech Family Law) (Brno: Masaryk University, 2009).
] 

a. the child belongs to its family of origin;
b. substitute care is subsidiary to the care in the family of child´s origin; 
c. when the state intervention is necessary, the state body should use   mild remedies and if they are not sufficient, then  radical remedies  are acceptable;  
d. removing a child from the family of origin is the last remedy; 
e. regarding substitute care, the child should  be placed near to the family of origin to enable personal contact with the parents, siblings etc.;
f. close relatives are not excluded from the substitute care: for instance child´s grand parents are allowed to become foster parents.  
As a standard of social work and child protection I would like to stress the provision of  new Civil Code, that states expressly that:   
a. insufficient housing and property conditions cannot be considered as a threat to or a serious disruption of the upbringing of  a child;
b. institutional care may be ordered for up to 3 years;
c. each  6 months it is necessary to examine the reasons for institutional care  
· by a report from the child protection state body (social worker);
· by a statement of the child´s parents and 
· by a statement of the child  himself or herself.   
To avoid problems in practice, in addition to the general principles, the law introduced recently specific ways of dealing the problems: for instance case conferences, creating individual plans of child protection etc.
However, if there are close relatives of the child who are willing and able to provide care for the child personally, preserving family ties will always take precedence over adoption by a non-relative (Section 822, NCC).

2. Adoptable Child
The child is adoptable when: 
a. the parents informed consented to adoption of the child by known or   unknown  adopters (so-called non-direct consent, consent in advance);
b. the parents have been deprived from parental responsibility;
c. the parents have been deprived from their right to give a consent to adoption;
d. the court has ruled on non-interest of the parents;
e. the parents are unknown;
f. the child is a real orphan or from so-called baby-box (see above, III.).

 
3. Consent by the Parents or their Non-Interest
3.1. Consent by the Parents
The new regulation primarily modifies requirements of parental consent (Section 809 et seq., NCC) and the option of consent withdrawal within  3 months since  the day it was given (Section 817, NCC) or its expiry within  6 years (Section 816, NCC). The child’s mother may give consent to the adoption after the expiry of six weeks from the delivery of child, i.e. after the puerperium (Section 813, NCC).  The child’s father is allowed to give consent anytime after the child’s birth.  The child’s parents under 16 are not allowed to give consent to adoption (Section 811, Paragraph 1, NCC); any consent would be completely irrelevant.  As a novelty, the law introduces the rule that the court may, while  depriving the  parents of  their parental responsibility, also decide on the depriving of  the parental right to give consent to adoption (Section 873, NCC).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 1998, the rights of putative father are protected as well. The law provides that „if paternity could not be determined pursuant to the legal presumptions, the child, the mother and the man claiming to be the father may request that the court determine paternity“ and  „the child cannot be adopted until the court's ruling on the paternity suit filed by a man who claims to be the father of the adopted child takes effect“  (cf. Section 783, NCC and Section 830, NCC).  The law was inspired by the case Keegan v. Ireland (no. 16969/90) decided by the European Court of Human Rights. 

3.2. Non-Interest
As regards parents’ non-interest, the law provides for a variety of situations, such as situations where a parent stays in an undisclosed location (Section 818, Paragraph 1c, NCC) or shows clearly no interest in the child thus permanently culpably breaching his or her parental obligations (Section 819, NCC). The law establishes a presumption of  apparent  non-interest,   when non-interest lasts at least three months since  any instruction, advice and assistance from the part of  the state authority   (Section 820, NCC).  
The issue of non-interest must be examined by the court in special proceedings  preceding the proceedings on the adoption. The aim of the special proceedings on adoptability is to determine whether the child is adoptable or not.  Parties to the proceedings are the parents of the child and the child.   Such proceedings are not necessary when the parents have already given the direct consent to the adoption or the so-called non-direct consent (in advance consent), or if the parents were deprived of their parental responsibility or of the right to give a consent to the adoption, etc. The law provides that non-interest of the parents must be examined by the court in special proceedings on adoptability even if the parents are minor.

4. Consent by the Child
Thanks to the international conventions  focused on the rights  of a child,  the  Czech law makers had to improve the position  of  minor children, both as adoptees  and  minor parents of  adoptees (see above, 3.1.). 
The law requires – as a rule – an informed consent by the adoptee.  The child’s participation rights guaranteed by international conventions have been strengthened. The law explicitly states a rule  (and some exceptions) that a child over 12 always gives consent to his or her adoption (cf. Section 806, NCC) and that he or she may revoke his or her consent to adoption (Section 808, NCC). If, at the time of  the adoption process, the child was of tender years the adoptive parents have a duty to inform the adoptee about adoption as soon as it is appropriate and no later than when the adoptee starts the compulsory school attendance (Section 836, NCC).

5. The Best Interest of the Child and Participation Rights
The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other conventions undoubtedly meant a turning point in this field.[footnoteRef:17]  Thanks to the case law of the Czech Constitutional Court, and in particular thanks to the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, a new perception of children's rights was introduced in the Czech Republic.   [17:  See M. Hrušáková  Dítě, rodina, stát (The Child, Family and the State). (Brno: Masarykova univerzita, 1993).] 

Each child, even younger than 12 years, must get all the relevant information in a manner consistent with his or her age and intellectual maturity. The child must also be given room for expressing an opinion. The views of the child must be taken into consideration regardless of age or intellectual maturity. At the same time the court decision must be in the best interests of the child, which need not always correspond with the wishes of the child.  However, the court must always take the child’s opinion into consideration. In this context the right of everyone to fair trial should be emphasized. Each case must be treated individually and in the light of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms that guarantees the right to respect to family life of everyone.


6. The Existence of Prospective Adopters 
Prospective adopters have to be traditionally of high moral quality, full capacity to legal acts, good health condition etc. They have to be well motivated and professionally prepared for adoption of un unwanted or abandoned child of other parents as theirs own. It is new, that there must be an adequate age difference of minimal 16 years between adopters and adoptee as a rule (with some exceptions).
Another novelty is that the new law lifts a ban on adoption among close relatives.  Close family ties used to be traditionally a disincentive for adoption.  However, the law makers, being under quite a strong pressure, relinquished this natural, social and legal ban.    The law then provides that adoption is excluded among persons who are relatives in the direct line and the siblings except for kinship based on surrogate motherhood (Section 804, NCC). It should be noted that medical law has never regulated surrogate motherhood.  The new acts passed only recently do not deal with it, either (cf. Act No. 372/2011 Coll., on Health Services, Act No. 373/2011 Coll., on Specific Health Services). However, surrogacy is a reality today. Private clinics, particularly, provide assisted reproduction without a legal regulation.
Discussions regarding the same sex adoption, or adoption by de facto couples, did not lead to any changes in the conception of regulation of joint adoption.  Only married couples may adopt a child jointly, although the Czech legal order regulates registered partnerships of persons of the same sex (cf. Act No. 115/2006 Coll., on Registered Partnership).  Besides adoption by a married couple, the law enables adoption by one of the spouse and exceptionally adoption by “another person” (Section 800, NCC).

7. Matching by the State
Adoption mediation only by the state authorities consists in searching for children suitable for adoption and in finding suitable adoptive parents for these children (cf. Section 20 et seq. Act No. 359/1999 Coll., on Social and Legal Protection of Children, so-called Children Act).  The application of the individuals who are interested in becoming adoptive parents shall be filed with the district office which keeps the file documentation about the child and the applicants.  When the file is completed it must be forwarded to the regional office which does its own matching  within the region.  If the regional office is not successful the file is sent (in special cases) to the Office for International Legal Protection of Children. Only a designated Central Authority may be involved in inter-country adoption. 

8. Obligatory Pre-Adoption Care
The obligatory pre-adoption care was extended from three months to not less than six months (Section 829, NCC). 
The new legal rule says that after the parents’ consent to adoption and placing of the child to the pre-adoption care of the prospective adopters the exercise of parental responsibility of the child’s parents is suspended by operation of law (Section 825, NCC) and the court must appoint a guardian for the adoptee. The maintenance obligation of the child’s parents or other persons is also suspended as the prospective adoptive parents are required to have the child with them at their own expense (Section 829, NCC).

9. The Motion and the Court Decision 
When pre-adoption care is successful, the adopters are allowed to fill a motion to the court to start the proceedings on the adoption.   Parties to the proceedings are the future adopters, the child  and in some cases the child´s parents. Parents of the child are party only when they give the direct consent to the adoption (see 3.1. above).    Child´s parents are not party to the proceedings on adoption when they have already given so-called non-direct consent (in advance consent), or if the parents were deprived of their parental responsibility or of the right to give a consent to the adoption,  or if the court has decided  on adoptability of the child due to their non-interest etc. (see 3.2. above;  for more see Act No. 292/2013 Coll., on Special Court Proceedings, mainly Section 427 ff.). 
The court decision is always constitutive.  
V.  EFEECTS OF ADOPTION
The adoption has traditional consequences as adoption of miNo.rs has been a full adoption since 1963. It means first of all a status change (adoption natura imitatur).   New Civil Code states that:
· ties to natural family cease to exist and
· there is the rise of new ties towards adopters and their family.     
With regard to the surname of the adopted child, previously quite a rigid rule strictly ordered the change of the child’s original surname to the adopters´ surname. This was altered, too.  The court may allow the adoptee to use both surnames together: the old one and the surname of the adopters (Section 835, Paragraph 2, NCC). The adopters are allowed to give a child a new first name or add the second one to the previous one. If the child is older than 15 years, the child must agree with the change.
In case the child was a foreign, thanks to adoption he or she becomes a citizen of the Czech Republic (see Act No. 186/2013 Coll., on The State Citizenship of the Czech Republic).
Due to the European Convention on Adoption of Children (Revised), the new legislation also establishes the option of adoption and its circumstances to be kept secret from the child’s original family. The option of secrecy applies for the child’s parents and their consent to adoption, too (Section 837, NCC). However, once the child reaches the age of majority and legal capacity, he or she is entitled to know the details of the adoption file (Section 838, NCC). Regardless of this new rule, the traditional regulation on vital registers allows adoptees over 18 years old to inspect the registry books and collections of documents.[footnoteRef:18]  This is the evidence that adoption has never been explicitly based on the principle of anonymity. [18:  See Act No. 301/2000 Coll., on Registers, Name and Surname. ] 

Another new feature of the new regulation passed in connection with the Convention European Convention on Adoption of Children (Revised) is the possibility for the court to order surveillance on the success of the adoption for a necessary period (Section 839, NCC).

VI. REVOCATION OF ADOPTION AND RE-ADOPTION
There is another key change thanks to the Convention European Convention on Adoption of Children  (Revised) concerning the consequences of adoption. It is a conversion of revocable adoption into an irrevocable one by operation of law if within 3 years after the adoption order becomes effective. There is no petition for revocation of adoption allowed as a principle (Section 840 paragraph 2, NCC). An exception applies to situations when the adoption is in conflict with the law.  However, the court may decide upon irrevocability of the adoption even before the expiry of three-year period from the adoption order.
The new regulation, following tradition, allows so-called re-adoption, an adoption of an already adopted child (cf. Section 843, NCC).


VII. INTERNATIONAL (INTER-COUNTRY) ADOPTION OF  MINORS

International adoption is a complicated formal procedure aiming to ensure the best interests of the child. The Conventions mentioned above establish fundamental principles underlying the procedure. Specific details of the procedure may then vary depending on the circumstances and legal framework of the states which cooperate in individual cases. 
Adoption intermediation in relation to foreign countries is carried out by the Office for International Legal Protection of Children.[footnoteRef:19]  The Office has been designated a Central Authority to fulfill the duties which are imposed by the Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption.  No other entity, e.g. the so-called accredited organization, is authorized to deal with international adoptions from or to the Czech Republic.  [19:  See www.umpod.cz,  available in English, too.] 

In addition to acting as an intermediary, the Office provides information on Czech family law and other related issues.  When dealing with inter-country adoption, the Office takes appropriate measures to facilitate, follow and expedite adoption proceedings, and to inform the supervising state bodies about the results.
Adoption intermediation involves a two-step process. The Office looks for children who are suitable and eligible for adoption (adoptable) and match them subsequently with suitable and eligible adoptive parents. The process of adoption can be started only by an application of the person who wants to become an adoptive parent. When mediating intercountry adoption, the Office cooperates exclusively with the Central Authorities or duly accredited organizations in the contracting states. 
The Office is currently dealing with many adoptions of Czech children by applicants from abroad, and in some cases with adoption by Czech applicants of a child from Slovakia.  Every year the Office successfully completes approximately 35 adoption cases. Since the year 2000, there have been done some 505 adoption cases. In practice, children suitable for adoption  are children with so called special needs,  children from 1 to  5, seldom  from 5 to 9, siblings, children from minorities etc. There are more boys than girls.
The number of children given from the Czech Republic to pre-adoption care according to the countries (2000 – 2014) is shown below.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  © S. Kopecká, lawyer of the Office for International Legal Protection of Children designated a Central Authority.] 




However, the Czech Republic faces cases of adoptions which are not dealt by the Office for International Legal Protection of Children as Central Authority. In practice the term “Non-Hague adoptions” is used which means risky adoptions out of all the above mentioned conventions. The adoptees come very often from the Democratic Republic of Congo and from other “popular destinations”. The Czech Vital Register Office then must deal with problems concerning foreign public instruments as the Czech Supreme Court has quite a restrained approach to the recognition of adoption orders, especially when the adopters are of the same sex and the child was delivered by the so-called surrogate mother.  

VIII. CONCLUSION
As already mentioned, adoption of minors is a traditional institution of Czech family law. It is considered primarily as a status change of the adoptee.  That is why adoption should be used only when the minor child cannot live with his or her parents or in his or her family of origin. The new legislation emphasizes the obligation of the state to take care of the natural family: the parents must be provided with a comprehensive assistance and must be warned of the consequences of their non-interest in the child. However, if the court decides on adoption in accordance with the law, the status of the child should not be changed any more. It is a rule. Let us hope, that new Civil Code meets European standards[footnoteRef:21] as a lot of international conventions were taken into consideration, including European Convention on Adoption of Children (Revised).  [21:  For more detail see Z. Králíčková ‘New  Family Law in the Czech Republic: Back to Traditions and Towards Modern Trend’ in B Atkin (ed) International Survey of Family Law 2014 Edition (Bristol: Jordan Publishing, 2009) pp. 71-95.
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